Clacton Kestrels

15 points;
Thorpeness


17 points

Suffolk Merit Table – Division Two
Saturday 3rd December 2011  

This Saturday's Suffolk Merit League match at Vista Road between Clacton's second team the Kestrels and Thorpeness had all the makings of a tight encounter with Thorpeness top of the division and Clacton in 3rd place and only a point separating them, and that is exactly what unfolded. 

Both teams were evenly matched in most areas of play with Clacton possibly the dominant forward side. The home side enjoyed the early pressure and were rewarded with the first score of the game when full back Sam Davey collected the ball at pace and then accelerated away and proving too quick for the Thorpeness defence went over for the try. The extra two points were successfully kicked by Adrian Nation and Clacton had a 7 point lead. 

Clacton continued to exert most of the pressure but Thorpeness were able to draw even when a long kick over the top left the Kestrels rear guard under a lot of pressure. A clearing kick was charged down and Thorpeness pounced on the loose ball for their first try. Another successful conversion saw the score move to 7-7. 

It was the home side's pace again, this time in the centres that proved too hard to handle for Thorpeness when Ollie Redpath broke the line and sprinted through for Clacton's second try. This time the kick went wide of the right post but Clacton now had their noses in front 12-7 and that was how the score remained at half time. 

Twice Clacton made huge territorial gains with their driving maul and looked odds on to score and extend their lead but the visitors held out and were eventually able to get another converted try which put them 12-14 in front. With 5 minutes to go Clacton were awarded a penalty right in front of the opposition's posts which Ollie Redpath easily dispatched to take the home side into a single point lead but with just a few minutes to go it seemed that might just be enough.

However shortly after the restart Clacton were penalised at the ruck and Thorpeness decided wisely to kick for the posts. They once again took the lead 15-17. Another penalty in Clacton's half was kicked to touch for a line out which would be the last play of the game. The lineout was won and the resulting powerful driving maul from Clacton saw them over the opposition's 5 metre line and the win looked in sight but as the ball came out to the backs the move broke down, the ball went dead and Thorpeness were obviously relieved to have held on to their slender lead. 

Mention has to be made of Sam Davey who broke his hand in the first half shortly after scoring his try but battled on through the rest of the game. Also good to see Jem Lonsdale making a welcome return to the side.  The man-of-the-match award went to Michael Pedder. 

All in all another excellent game played in an excellent spirit. Clacton's opponents next Saturday [10th December 2011] will be Mistley IIs.  The match at Furze Hill kicks off at 2.15 pm.
